TO MOYZEIO

To Apxatoloyikd Mouaceio oTig SUTIKEG TapudEG
Tou Ywplol Mavupopatt 1Bwung (Apxaia Meoonvn)
ktiotnke petafy Twv etwv 1968 kat 1972. O kabnyntrg
tou Mavemotnuiov Oscocalovikng Mewpylog Asomivns
empeAnOnke to 1977 tnv apxkr) €kBeon mou Sev dvolée
TIOTE YLaL TO KOWO.

Tnv opLoTLKr) €KOEON, TTOU AVAMTUCOETAL OE TPELG
alBouoeg kat eykoawldotnke to 2000, empeAndnke o
kaOnyntig Métpog OEueAng. Méow Twv eKBepATWY,
eTXELPELTOL VO SOOEL OTOV ETILOKETTTN LA OPALPLKI) ELKOVAL
NG LOTOPLKNG EEEALENS TNG TTOANS AAAA KAl TNG onpaciog tng
OTOV apXaio KOGHO. MEPLKA oo TaL TTAEOV EVTUTIWGLOKA KOl
a§LOAOYO EVPALOTA TWV avVaoKadWV lval Ta ayAALATO TOU
Epun, Tou Aopudopou (Onoca), tng Apteudog Aadplag,
™G lodog Melayiag kaBwg Kol ta €pya tou Meoorviou
YAUTTTN Aopiodwvtog. )

The Archaeological Museum at the western edge of
the village of Mavromati, Ithomi (Ancient Messene) was built
between 1968 and 1972. In 1977, G. Despinis, professor at
the University of Thessaloniki, designed the initial exhibition
that was never opened to the public.

The final exhibition supervised by professor
P. Themelis was inaugurated in 2000 and occupies three
rooms. The exhibits help visitors having a comprehensive
picture of the history of the city and its importance in the
ancient world. Some of the most impressive and valuable
finds of the excavations are the statues of Hermes,
Doryphoros (Spear Bearer / Theseus), Artemis Laphria,
Isis Pelagia, as well as works by the Messenian sculptor.
Damophon.
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EMIZKE®OEITE EMIXHY / ALSO VISIT

Apxatoloyiko Mouaceio Meoonviag, Kalapdata
Archaeological Museum of Messenia, Kalamata
T(+30) 2721083485
http://archmusmes.culture.gr

Apxatohoytko Mouaeio Muiou / Dpouplo NiokaoTtpo
Pylos Archaeological Museum / Niokastro Fortress

T (+30) 2723022955
http:/pylosmuseum.gr

Apxatoloyiké Mouaeio Xwpag
Chora Archaeological Museum
T (+30) 2763031358

Avaktopo Néotopog, Xwpa Meoonviag
Palace of Nestor, Chora, Messenia
T (+30) 2763031437

OxupO cLYKPOTNUA TPOUTTAKNOWY -
MoUptdivwy, Kapdapuiin
Troupakides - Mourtzinoi Fortified
Complex, Kardamyli

T(+30) 2721073638
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Kaotpo MeBwvn¢ / Castle of Methoni
T (+30) 2723028758
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T (+30) 2724051201
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O APXAIOAOTIKOZ XQPOX KAl TO MOYZEIO
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE AND THE MUSEUM




O APXAIOAOTIKOZ XQPOXZ

H apxata Meoonvn 16pUbnke to 369 m.X. amod tov
OnPalo otpammyo Emauewvwvoa, o omolog €dwae TEAOG
oTn  MaKpalwvn  omopTIaTikn - Katoxy ot Meogonvia.
Avamtuxbnke oTtoug TIPOMOSES ToU OpouC 1BwUN, &vog
PUOLKOU OXUPOU e TO Llepd Tou Ala IBwpdTa otny Kopuen
Kal Ta lEpd TS APTELLOOC AluvaTidog kal Tng EelBuiag om
vOTlaL TTAAYLA. OKoSOLNONKE CUUPWVA LE TO UTTOOAUELD
TIOAEOOOUIKO — oUOTNUA,  TIPOOTATEUOTAV  LE  LOXUPQ
OXUPWLLATIKA TELXN CUVOAIKOU LMKOUG 2,5 XALL Kal Akuooe
WC OTIOUdALO TTIOALTIKO, OPNOKEVTIKO KAl KAAAITEXVIKO KEVTPO
KUPIWG KATA TOUG EAANVIOTIKOUC KAl TOUG TIPWILOUC
QUTOKPATOPKOUC Xpovoug (3oc at. t.X. - 1og at. WX.).

[MNuprvag g onuootag (wng Ntav To AckAnTelo
adl Ue TN YEToVIKN Ayopd. MEeTat) TwV KOOLUKWY KTIOUATWY
OUYKATAAEYOVTAL TO @EaTPO, TO 2TAdO-IUvaclo, n Konvn
ApoLvVON, AOUTPIKA CUYKPOTNUOTA KAl QOTIKEC PWUAIKES
ETTAVAELC. lEpA OIKOOOUNATA KAl TELLEVN NTAV APLEPWIEVA
0N AaTpela ™S APTEULO0G, TNC Meoodvag, Tg AnunTeag
Kal Twv AlookoUpwy, Tou AlOg 2wt pog, tou [looedwvoc,
™S Appodime, ™¢ KuBeang, tou >daparmn kat g lodog
QMG Kal otn Aatpelad Npwwy Kal OKIoTWY, Onmwc Tou
ApLlOTOLEVOUC KAl Tou Erapelvwvoa kal Twv 2 eRacTwv
Pwualwy  autokpatopwy. Meyalompenn) TaA@KA vniEla
elyav aveyepBel TPOC TNV EVEPYETWY TNG TTOANG AAAG Kal
TIECOOVTWY, TIOU TWNONKav PETA BavaTov wg MPEweS. 1o
AokAnTielo Kat arAa Kmpla @uotevouoay agloroya £pya
TEXVNG, LETAEU Twv orolwv EeExwpllav Ta YAUITA Tou
Meoorviou YAUTTT Aapo@wvtoc. oAudplBua evertypapa
BaBpa mokiAwv avaBnuaTwyv amoTeAOUV LAPTUPESG NG
KOWWVIKNG, TIOATIKNG Kal BpNOKEUTIKNG (WNC NG TTOANC.
Ao Tov 30 at WX, n Meoonvn mapakuadel kal yupw ota
360/370 X, eYKATAAETTETAL OPLOTIKA. H TIEPLOXT KATOIKETAL
ek véou ota lMpwrtofulavtiva xpovia (50¢-70¢ at. .X) €wc
kat To 1500 w.X.

Ta pvnuela ¢ Meoonvng elval yWwoTtd armd To
£€pyo Tou Tepnynm Mavoavia (2o¢ at. wX.) aA\a& kat
atd Ta 080UTOPIKA eupwrtaiwy TEpyntwy (190¢ ad).
H Ev ABryvaug Apxatohoyikn Etaipeia Eekivnoe Tic avaokapeg
T0 1895 e ToV OEUOTOKAT 20(MOUAN. ZuVexioTKay amtd ToV
Fewpyto Owovopo (1909 kat 1925), tov Avaotacto OpAavdo
(1957-1974) kot amd tov [létpo Ofuehn (1987 k.e.).
MapdAANAQ, €va  EKTETAMEVO AVAOTNAWTIKO €PYO  EXEL
vAoronBel ammd Ttov 1. Ofuehn kat TI¢ Yrmnpeolec tou
Yrnoupyelou [MoATopoy  kat ABANTIOUOU, EPOS  TOU
omolou cuyxpnuatodomtnke and Eupwrnaika Mpoypdupata
(M'KMx, EXMA 2007-2013).

MAAAIZTPAL:

MAYZQAEIO

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

Ancient Messene was founded by the Theban
general Epameinondas in 369 B.C. who ended the long-term
Spartan occupation in Messenia. The city was developed at
the foot of Mount Ithomi, a natural fortress with the
sanctuaries of Zeus Ithomatas on the summit and of Artemis
Limnatis and Eileithyia on the south slope. It was built
according to the Hippodamian town planning system and
was protected by strong fortifications of a total length of
9.5 km. The city was a prosperous political, religious and
artistic center during the Hellenistic and Early Imperial times
(3rd century BC - 1st century AD).

The center of the public life was the building
complex of the Asclepieion along with the nearby Agora.
Among the various secular buildings are the Theater, the
Stadium-Gymnasium, the Arsinoe Fountain, as well as bath
complexes and urban Roman villas. Sacred buildings and
shrines were dedicated to the worship of Artemis, Messana,
Demeter and Dioscuri, Zeus Soter, Poseidon, Aphrodite,
Cybele, Serapis and lIsis, but also to the worship of heroes
and settlers, such as Aristomenes and Epameinondas and of
the Venerable Roman emperors. Impressive grave monuments
were erected in honor of benefactors of the city but also of
men, who were honored as heroes after their death. The
Asclepieion and other buildings were full of remarkable
works of art, such as the sculptures of the Messenian
sculptor Damophon. Numerous inscribed pedestals used for
votive offerings witness the social, political and religious life
of Messene. The city was in decline from the 3rd century A.D.
onwards and was abandoned in A.D. 360/370. The area was
re-inhabited in Early Byzantine times (5th-7th centuries AD)
until 1500 AD.

Messene and its monuments are known from the
work of the traveler Pausanias (2nd century AD) and from
the testimonies of European travelers (19th century). The
Archaeological Society at Athens began the excavation
works at the site in 1895 with Themistocles Sophoulis. They
were continued by Georgios Oikonomos (1909 and 1925),
later by Anastasios Orlandos (1957-1974) and by Petros
Themelis (1987 onwards). At the same time, an extensive
restoration project has been implemented by P. Themelis
and by the Services of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture
and Sports, part of which was co-funded by European
Programmes (3™ CSF, NSRF 2007-2013).
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